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been informed by one of their members, had taken
every ftep prudence and patriotifm could fuggeft, to
effect the defirable purpofe, but were defeated—The
Body once more affembled, I was again prefent 5 fuch
a colleGtion of the people was to me a novelty 3 near
feven thoufand perfons from feveral towns,Gentlemen,
Merchants, Yeomen and others, refpeGtable for
their rank and abilities, and venerable for their
age and characer, conftituted the affembly ; they de-
cently, unanimoufly and firmly adhered to their for-
mer refolution, that the baleful commodity which
was to rivet and eftablifh the duty fhould never
be landed ;5 to prevent the mifchief, they repeated

the defires of the Committee of the Towns that
the owner of the fhip fhould apply for a clear-
ance ; it appeared that Mr. Rotch Kad been ma-
naged and was ftill under the influence of the oppo-
fite party ; he refifted the requeft of the people to
apply for a clearance for his fhip with an obftinacy
which in my opinion bordered on ftubbornnefs
fubdued at length by the peremptory demand of the
Body, he contented to apply, a committee of ten
refpecable gentlemen were appointed to attend him
to the colleGtor : The fucceeding morning the appli-
cation was made and a clearance refufed with all the
infolence of office; the Body meeting the fame mornin
by adjournment, Mr. Rotch was directed to proteft
in form, and then apply to the Governor for a Pafs b
the caftle; Mr. Rotch executed his commiffion wit
fidelity, but a pafs could not be obtained, his Excel-
lency excufing himfelf in his refufal that he thould
not make the precedent of granting a pafs till the
clearance was obtained 5 which was indeed a fallacy
as it had been ufual with him in ordinary cafes--Mr.
Rotch returning in the evening reported as above;
the Body then voted his condu& to be fatisfaory;
and recommending order and regularity to the Peo-
ple, diffolved. Previous to the diffolution, a number
of Perfons, fuppofed to be the Aboriginal Natives
from their comple&ion, approaching near the door
of the affembly, gave the War-Whoop, which was
anfwered by a few in the galleries of the houfe
where the affembly was convened; filence was com-
manded, and a prudent and peaceable deportment
again enjoined. The Savages repaired to the thips
which entertained the peftilential Teas, and had be-
gan their ravage previous to the diffolution of the
meeting—they applied themfelves to the deftruction
of this commodity in earneft, and in the fpace of
about two hours broke up 342 chefts and difcharged
their contents into the fea. A watch as I aminformed
was ftationed to prevent embezzlement, and not a
fingle ounce of Tea was fuffered to be purloined by
the populace : One or two perfons being detetted

in endeavouring to pocket a {mall quantity were
firipped of their acquifitions and very roughly handled
—It is worthy remark that although a confiderable
quantity of goods of different kinds were ftill remain-
ing on board the veflels, no injury was fuftained ; fuch
attention to private property was obferved that a fmall
gadlock belonging to theCaptain of one of the Ships

eing broke, another was procured and fent to him.
—1I cannot but exprefs my admiration at the condu&
of this People ! Uninfluenced by party or any other
attachment,I prefime I fhall not be fufpected of mif-
reprefentation.— The Eaft-India Company muft con-
foﬁ: themfelves with this refle¢tion, that if they have
fuffered, the prejudice they fuftain does notarife from
enmity to them : a fatal necefity has rendered this ca-
taftrophe inevitable —the landing the tea would have
been fatal,as it would have faddled the colonies with a
duty impofed without their confent,& whichno power
onearth can effet. Their ftrength and numbers,{pirit
and illumination render the experimentdangerous, the
defeat certain: TheConfignees muft attribute to them-
felves the lofs of the property of the Eaft-India Com-
pany: had they feafonably quieted the minds of the

eople by arefignation, all had been well; the cuftom-
ﬁouﬁt, and the man who difgraces Majefty by repre-
fenting him, a&ing in confederacy withthe inveterate
enemies of America, ftupidly oppofed every meafure
concerted to return the Teas. ——That American
virtue may defeat every attempt to enflave them, is
the warmeft wifh of my heart. I fhall return home
doubly fortified in my refolution to prevent that de-
pecrated calamity, the landing the teas in Rhode-
Ifland,and confole myfelf with the happieft affurances
that my brethren have not lefs virtue, lefs refolution
than their neighbours.
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[lustration above did not appear in the original paper.
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