
The Lincoln Assassination
From The New York Herald (2 A.M. Edition) – Saturday, April 15, 1865
News of the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln reached New York by telegraph just in time 
to make the first edition – known as the 2 a.m. edition – of the April 15, 1865 New York Herald. 
These early accounts mention that Lincoln was shot on the evening of April 14 at 9:30 p.m. – the 
accurate time was about 10:15 p.m. The reports also mention that the President and Mrs. Lincoln 
were sitting in the private box at Ford’s Theatre with Mrs. Harris and a “Major “Rathburn” or 
“Lieutenant Rathbun”. This would have been Major Henry Rathbone. When the 2 a.m. edition was 
printed, President Lincoln was still alive. He would die at the Petersen House, located directly across 
from the theater, at 7:22 a.m. on April 15, 1865. Headlines from the front page appear below.

IMPORTANT.
 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN.

The President Shot at the Theatre Last Evening.

SECRETARY SEWARD DAGGERED IN HIS BED, BUT NOT MORTALLY WOUNDED.

Clarence and Frederick Seward Badly Hurt.

ESCAPE OF THE ASSASSINS.

Intense Excitement in Washington.

Scene at the Deathbed of Mr. Lincoln.

J. Wilkes Booth, the Actor, the Alleged Assassin of the President,
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Note: This sample transcript of the April 18, 1865 issue of the New York Herald contains four of the nine pages 
you’ll receive. When you purchase The Lincoln Assassination lesson plan for either the grade school or high school 
level, you’ll get 56 pages of transcripts of key articles in seven newspapers: the April 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 28, 1865 
issues of the New York Herald and the April 18, 1865 issue of The World.{ }



THE OFFICIAL DESPATCH.

War Department,
Washington, April 15–1:30 A.M.

Major General Dix, New York:–

This evening at about 9:30 P.M., at Ford’s Theatre, the President, while sitting in his private box with 
Mrs. Lincoln, Mrs. (Miss) Harris and Major Rathburn (Rathbone), was shot by an assassin, who 
suddenly entered the box and approached behind the President.

The assassin then leaped upon the stage, brandishing a large dagger or knife, and made his escape in 
the rear of the theatre.

The pistol ball entered the back of the President’s head and penetrated nearly through the head. The 
wound is mortal.

The President has been insensible ever since it was inflicted, and is now dying.

About the same hour an assassin, whether the same or not, entered Mr. Seward’s apartments, and 
under pretense of having a prescription was shown to the Secretary’s sick chamber. The assassin 
immediately rushed to the bed and inflicted two or three stabs on the throat and two on the face.

It is hoped the wounds may not be mortal. My apprehension is that they will prove fatal.

The nurse alarmed Mr. Frederick Seward, who was in an adjoining room, and he hastened to the door 
of his father’s room, when he met the assassin, who inflicted upon him one or more dangerous 
wounds. The recovery of Frederick Seward is doubtful.

It is not probable that the President will live through the night.

General Grant and wife were advertised to be at the theatre this evening, but he started to Burlington 
at six o’clock this evening.

At a Cabinet meeting, at which General Grant was present, the subject of the state of the country and 
the prospect of a speedy peace were discussed. The President was very cheerful and hopeful, and 
spoke very kindly of General Lee and others of the confederacy, and of the establishment of 
government in Virginia.

All the members of the Cabinet except Mr. Seward, are now in attendance upon the President.

I have seen Mr. Seward, but he and Frederick were both unconscious.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.
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THE HERALD DESPATCHES.

Washington, April 14, 1865.

Assassination has been inaugurated in Washington. The bowie knife and pistol have been applied to 
President Lincoln and Secretary Seward. The former was shot in the throat, while at Ford’s theatre 
to-night. Mr. Seward was badly cut about the neck, while in his bed at his residence.

SECOND DESPATCH.

Washington, April 14, 1865.

An attempt was made about ten o’clock this evening to assassinate the President and Secretary 
Seward. The President was shot at Ford’s Theatre. Result not yet known. Mr. Seward’s throat was 
cut, and his son badly wounded.

There is intense excitement here.

Details of the Assassination.

Washington, April 14, 1865.

Washington was thrown into an intense excitement a few minutes before eleven o’clock this evening, 
by the announcement that the President and Secretary Seward had been assassinated and were dead.

The wildest excitement prevailed in all parts of the city. Men, women and children, old and young, 
rushed to and fro. and the rumors were magnified until we had nearly every member of the Cabinet 
killed. Some time elapsed before authenic data could be ascertained in regard to the affair.

The President and Mrs. Lincoln were at Ford’s theatre, listening to the performance of the American 
Cousin, occupying a box in the second tier. At the close of the third act a person entered the box 
occupied by the President, and shot Mr. Lincoln in the head. The shot entered the back of his head, 
and came out above the temple.

The assassin then jumped from the box upon the stage and ran across to the other side, exhibiting a 
dagger in his hand, flourishing it in a tragical manner, shouting the same words repeated by the 
desperado at Mr. Seward’s house, adding to it, “The South is avenged,” and then escaped from the 
back entrance to the stage, but in his passage dropped his pistol and his hat.

Mr. Lincoln fell forward from his seat, and Mrs. Lincoln fainted.

The moment the astonished audience could realize what had happened, the President was taken and 
carried to Mr. Petersen’s house, in Tenth street, opposite to the theatre. Medical aid was immediately 
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sent for, and the wound was at first supposed to be fatal, and it was announced that he could not live; 
but at half-past twelve he is still alive, though in a precarious condition.

As the assassin ran across the stage, Colonel J. B. Stewart, of this city, who was occupying one of the 
front seats in the orchestra, on the same side of the house as the box occupied by Mr. Lincoln, sprang 
to the stage and followed him; but he was obstructed in his passage across the stage by the fright of 
the actors, and reached the back door about three seconds after the assassin had passed out. Colonel 
Stewart got to the street just in time to see him mount his horse and ride away.

The operation shows that the whole thing was a preconcerted plan. The person who fired the pistol 
was a man about thirty years of age, about five feet nine, spare built, fair skin, dark hair, apparently 
bushy, with a large mustache. Laura Keene and the leader of the orchestra declare that they 
recognized him as J. Wilkes Booth the actor, and a rabid secessionist. Whoever he was, it is plainly 
evident that he thoroughly understood the theatre and all the approaches and modes of escape to the 
stage. A person not familiar with the theatre could not have possibly made his escape so well and 
quickly.

The alarm was sounded in every quarter. Mr. Stanton was notified, and immediately left his house. 

All the other members of the Cabinet escaped attack.

Cavalrymen were sent out in all directions, and dispatches sent to all the fortifications, and it is 
thought they will be captured.

About half-past ten o’clock this evening a tall, well dressed man made his appearance at Secretary 
Seward’s residence, and applied for admission. He was refused admission by the servant, when the 
desperado stated that he had a prescription from the Surgeon General, and that he was ordered to 
deliver it in person. He was still refused, except upon the written order of the physician. This he 
pretended to show, and pushed by the servant and rushed up stairs to Mr. Seward’s room. He was met 
at the door by Mr. Fred Seward, who notified him that he was master of the house, and would take 
charge of the medicine. After a few words had passed between them he dodged by Fred Seward and 
rushed to the Secretary’s bed, and struck him in the neck with a dagger, and also in the breast.

It was supposed at first that Mr. Seward was killed instantly, but it was found afterwards that the 
wound was not mortal.

Major Wm. H. Seward, Jr., paymaster, was in the room, and rushed to the defence of his father, and 
was badly cut in the melee with the assassin, but not fatally.

The desperado managed to escape from the house, and was prepared for escape by having a horse at 
the door. He immediately mounted his horse, and sung out the motto of the State of Virginia, 
“Sic Semper Tyrannis!” and rode off.
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